In the coming decades, population growth and rapid urbanisation, in combination with the liberalisation of agricultural trade, will have profound effects on agricultural production systems throughout the world . These will lead to new goals for land use and agricultural production, in particular a shift away from an exclusive focus on production of bulk carbohydrates to a greater emphasis on food quality, combating land degradation, landscape diversity, improved labour conditions and environmental safety . Nevertheless, ensuring a sufficient food supply at adequate prices for the urban and rural poor in developing countries remains a major challenge . In turn, these old and new goals will affect agricultural production technology, including crop protection . Furthermore, future global change may seriously influence the distribution of land use across the globe, while land use and land cover are, at the same time, important driving factors in possible climate change . The following major agricultural production systems may be distinguished :
